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INDEX OR SURGICAL PROGRESS. 
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time he considers that the result obtained by its use has been suffi¬ 
ciently remarkable to justify him in again bringing the subject before 
public notice. Sir Spencer Wells had used carbonate of lime in the 
treatment of uterine fibroids and other tumours. He explained its 
action, which he said consisted in causing atrophy and calcification, 
by bringing about atheromatous changes and subsequently calcareous 
degeneration in the vessels supplying the growth. Dr. Hood insists 
upon the persistent use of the drug if any benefit is to result. He 
thinks that the ordinary history of cancer is such a dismal one, that 
such a harmless remedy should at any rate be fairly tried. At the 
same time he throws out a caution that innocent tumours should not be 
mistaken for malignant ones and errors thus arise. He concludes: 

It is therefore not in cases which admit of any reasonable doubt of 
their nature that I would desire to urge a trial of the lime powder upon 
the profession. There are hundreds of instances of unmistakable can¬ 
cer in which an operation, if performed, may perhaps for a time di¬ 
mmish suffering or may prolong life, but in which it cannot afford any 
well grounded hope of restoration to health. For all such I would say 
that the lime ought to be persistently and fairly tried. It can do no 
possible harm, it need not interfere with any remedies for the present 
relief of pain, its action can be referred to a perfectly intelligible and 
probable hypothesis, and it has been of unquestionable utility in a suf¬ 
ficient number of cases to warrant us in reposing some confidence in 
its use. 

In the same number of the Lancet is a paper containing the report 
of six cases of malignant disease of the jaw under the care of Mr. 
Page, of Newcastle-on-Tyne. The result was return of the disease, 
one within four months, one within five months, three within seven 
months.— Lancet , May 7, 1SS7. 

H. H. Taylor (London). 

IV. A Comparison of the Surgical Diseases of the 
White and Colored Races. By L. McLane Tiffany, M. D. 
(Baltimore). This paper, which the author states to be preliminary in 
character, is based upon a study of 4,930 cases, of which 64% were 
white and 36% negro, including mulatto. He has observed that the 
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difference in the behaviour of the two races under surgical disease 
varied in hybrids according to the amount of white blood which they 
possessed. As a result of his study he suggests: (r). Surgical af¬ 

fections pursue different courses in the white and colored races under 
identical hygienic surroundings. (2). Surgical operations and injuries 
are better borne by negroes than by whites. (3). Surgical diseases 
involving the lymphatic system, especially tubercular, are more fatal 
in negroes than in whites. (5). Surgical differences between negroes 
and whites are due to racial peculiarities.— American Surgical Associ¬ 
ation , 1887. 

V. Puncture of the Heart in Chloroform Narcosis. By 
B. A. Watson, M. D. (Jersey City). This paper is an experimental 
study based upon sixty cases in which the operation was done in dogs, 
and concludes: (1). The puncture of the heart, especially of the 
right ventricle, stimulates the muscular contractions, and may be ad¬ 
vantageously employed in the treatment of chloroform narcosis. (2). 
The best results are obtained when abstraction of blood from the cav¬ 
ity of the ventricle is combined with the stimulating effects produced 
by the entrance of the aspirator needle. 3. The puncture of the right 
ventricle is a safer and more efficient operative procedure than punct¬ 
ure of the right auricle.— American Surgical Association, 1887. 

HEAD AND NECK. 

I. A Case of Trephining in Intra-Meningeal Hsema- 
toma with Hemiplegia. Recovery. By S. T. Armstrong, 
M. D. (U. S. Marine Hospital Service). A negro, tet. 53, was struck 
on the left forehead by a brick, the edge of the missile producing an 
irregular lacerated wound, about one-half inch above the external 
edge of the eyebrow. The wound healed well under antiseptic dress¬ 
ings in fifteen days, but the patient continued to be troubled with a 
roaring in the head. About a' month later, the roaring still continued, 
and a slight dragging of the foot appeared; on examination a tew days 
after, the presence of arcus senilis was noticed; the pupils were small, 
but responded well to light, and a later examination showed optic neu¬ 
ritis affecting both eyes; the right ear heard the watch at six inches, 



